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Abstract

This study explores how Chetan Bhagat’s novels depict the Indian urban middle class and articulates their
socio-cultural realities.. Bhagat’s narratives resonate widely among contemporary Indian readers due to
their focus on youth aspirations, family expectations, and socio-economic mobility. Using qualitative
content analysis of selected texts (Five Point Someone, One Night @ the Call Centre, 2 States), this paper
identifies recurring themes related to middle-class identity, cultural norms, and the impact of globalization
on personal ambitions. Findings reveal that Bhagat’s fiction mirrors the hopes and anxieties of the urban
middle class, highlighting tensions between tradition and modernity. This inquiry contributes to academic

discussions on popular literature as a socio-cultural artifact in post-liberalization India.
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Introduction

Since India’s economic liberalization in the early 1990s, the middle class has emerged as a significant social
group marked by shifting aspirations, job expectations, and cultural norms. Literature, especially
contemporary popular fiction, has increasingly reflected these transformations. Among such voices, Chetan
Bhagat stands out for his popular depictions of middle-class youth negotiating education, love, family
obligations, and professional goals. Bhagat’s novels are accessible in language and widely consumed,

making them valuable for studying how popular narratives portray changing middle-class identities.
Literature Review

Previous academic research situates Bhagat within the context of popular fiction and youth culture.

Bhagat’s works are studied for their thematic focus on urbanization, education, and aspirations, which
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reflect the realities of contemporary Indian society. Scholars note that his novels provide insights into

societies shaped by globalization and middle-class ambitions.

1. Youth and Middle-Class Aspirations: Comparative studies with other contemporary authors (e.g.,
Ravinder Singh) highlight Bhagat’s thematic concern with love, career pressures, and societal

expectations among middle-class youth.

2. Socio-Cultural Perspectives: Analyses comparing Bhagat with authors like Aravind Adiga show his

engagement with urbanization and youth culture, though with a lighter narrative style.

3. Rise of Popular Fiction: Bhagat’s writing is linked to the democratization of Indian English fiction —

making books relatable and accessible to a wide, newly literate middle class.

These studies suggest that Bhagat’s novels can be meaningfully analysed to understand middle-class

experiences in India.
Methodology

This research uses qualitative content analysis, a systematic approach to interpret textual data based on
coding and theme identification. The following novels were selected due to their popularity and focus on

urban middle-class life:

* Five Point Someone (2004)

*  One Night @ the Call Centre (2005)

» 2 States: The Story of My Marriage (2009)

Textual passages illustrating characters’ aspirations, family dynamics, career pressures, and cultural
conflicts were coded and analysed to identify recurring motifs of middle-class representation. This method

aligns with qualitative inquiries in literary and cultural studies.
Findings
1 Middle-Class Aspirations and Achievement

Bhagat’s protagonists are often young adults striving for success — academically and economically. In

Five Point Someone, the narrative centres on students at a prestigious institute, representing the high value
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placed on academic success within the middle class. This reflects broader social pressures for achievement

and upward mobility.
2 Family and Social Expectations

2 States foregrounds family involvement and cultural expectations in romantic decisions, embodying the
middle-class emphasis on familial approval and cultural norms. Characters constantly negotiate personal

desires against family honour and tradition.
3 Urban Lifestyle and Cultural Conflict

Bhagat’s stories often unfold in urban settings where global cultural influences intersect with traditional
values. These narratives capture middle-class tensions between modern lifestyles and cultural heritage

— for instance, professional ambitions versus parental expectations.
4 Youth Identity and Societal Pressures

Works like One Night @ the Call Centre depict the anxieties of young professionals facing job frustrations,
inadequacy, and identity crises. Such themes resonate with readers who identify with the everyday

challenges of job insecurity and societal pressures.
Discussion

Chetan Bhagat’s = novels reflect a distinctive literary voice shaped = by post-liberalization
India’s socio-economic context. By focusing on relatable situations and characters, Bhagat constructs
a narrative world that resonates with the urban middle class. His use of simple language and accessible
plots makes his works significant for understanding popular perceptions of education, love, and career in

contemporary India.

While critics argue that his writing lacks the complexity of elite literature, the cultural impact and
representational relevance of his novels — especially in showcasing middle-class aspirations — are
substantial. Bhagat’s narratives bridge academic discourse and popular readership, offering sociological

insights into youth culture, family dynamics, and societal transformation.
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Conclusion

This qualitative inquiry demonstrates that Chetan Bhagat’s fiction provides a compelling representation
of middle-class India, reflecting its aspirations, challenges, and conflicts. His novels not only entertain
but also offer a mirror to contemporary socio-cultural realities. For researchers in literary and cultural
studies, Bhagat’s works are valuable texts for exploring how popular narratives articulate shifting middle-

class identities in modern India.
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